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FOREWORD 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  make  available  to  you  the  rangeland  program  summary  for 
the  rangeland  management  program  for  the  Glenwood  Springs  Resource  Area.  This 
document  summarizes  livestock  grazing  decisions  made  in  our  recently  completed 
resource  management  plan.  It  should  be  used  in  conjunction  with  that  plan. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  implementation  of  this  program  are  within 
the  concept  of  mutiple  use,  maintaining  a  viable  livestock  industry  and 
ensuring  benefits  for  wildlife,  watershed,  and  related  resources  as  they  exist 
on  federal  rangelands. 

This  document  explains  the  process  for  implementation  of  the  livestock  grazing 
management  program  and  the  opportunities  for  additional  public  involvement. 
Periodic  updates  to  this  document  will  summarize  actions  taken  and  progress 
toward  achieving  planning  objectives. 

I  appreciate  the  support  and  assistance  given  to  the  resource  area  from 
various  groups,  individuals,  and  local  governments  who  have  a  vital  interest 
in  the  management  of  these  public  lands. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This  rangeland  program  summary  (RPS)  summarizes  the  livestock  grazing 
management  program  and  grazing  decisions  reached  through  the  Glenwood  Springs 
Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP)  and  consultation  with  affected  parties.  It 
describes  which  selective  management  category  each  allotment  falls  into  and 
gives  a  proposed  schedule  for  issuing  grazing  decisions  on  allotments  where 
supplemental  information  is  not  needed.  It  also  describes  the  studies  and 
actions  to  be  taken  so  that  decisions  can  be  reached  on  allotments  where 
additional  information  is  needed. 

This  RPS  will  be  updated  periodically  to  report  progress  and  to  document 
changes  from  the  grazing  program  described  herein.  The  first  update  will  be 
published  approximately  1  year  following  this  document. 

One  hundred  sixty-eight  operators  graze  livestock  on  the  253  allotments  in  the 
resource  area.  The  sizes  of  the  allotments  vary  from  7  to  14,642  acres  of 
public  lands;  active  preferences  range  from  3  to  3,963  animal -unit  months 
(AUMs).  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  currently  authorizes  56,885  AUMs 
of  grazing  use  each  year.  About  37,500  AUMs  are  licensed  for  active  use,  and 
the  remainder  are  authorized  for  non-use.  This  active  use  supplies  about  7 
percent  of  the  total  forage  needs  for  these  operators. 

Although  livestock  production  has  been  replaced  by  recreation  and  tourism  as 
the  major  economic  activity,  it  still  retains  an  important  role  in  the  area. 

In  addition  to  the  reliance  placed  on  it  by  ranch  families,  livestock 
production  gives  the  area  a  rural  western  character  that  attracts  tourists. 
Ranches  are  viewed  by  some  residents  as  an  effective  buffer  between  resort 
areas  and  energy  development  areas.  For  many  ranchers,  the  use  of  BLM 
rangeland  during  a  particular  season  of  the  year  is  vital  to  their  operation. 
Moreover,  much  of  the  area's  big  game  population  relies  on  crucial  winter 
range  located  on  ranchland  that  may  be  suitable  for  development. 

Based  on  1978  statistics,  5.3  percent  of  the  over  25,000  people  in  the 
workforce  in  the  resource  area  were  engaged  in  or  serviced  agriculture, 
primarily  ranching.  The  number  has  been  declining  for  some  time  and  can  be 
expected  to  continue  to  do  so.  Income  generated  by  ranching  accounted  for 
approximately  3  percent  of  total  personal  income  in  the  area.  Agriculture 
property  assessments  amount  to  approximately  3.3  percent  of  total  assessed 
valuation. 

Authority  to  develop  rules  and  regulations  for  the  orderly  use,  improvement, 
and  development  of  public  grazing  lands  was  provided  by  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act 
of  1934  and  succeeding  amendments.  The  increasing  diversity  of  use  of  the 
public  lands  led  to  the  enactment  in  1976  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  and  the  Public  Rangeland  Improvement  Act  of  1978,  both  of  which 
emphasize  multiple  use  management  of  all  resources  and  related  values,  such  as 
wildlife  habitat,  watershed,  energy  development,  and  recreational 
opportunities  as  well  as  livestock  grazing. 
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RELATION  OF  RANGELAND  PROGRAM  SUMMARY  TO  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  PROCESS 


Management  of  the  livestock  grazing  program  was  analyzed  in  the  Glenwood 
Springs  Resource  Management  Plan  Environmental  Impact  Statement  ( E I S ) .  The 
EIS  satisfied  the  court  mandate  (Natural  Resources  Defense  Council  et  al. 
versus  Watt  (Civil  Action  1983-75 ) )  requiring  BLM  to  complete  an  EIS  on  its 
livestock  grazing  program. 

Four  alternatives  for  managing  the  public  land  resources,  including  livestock 
grazing,  were  analyzed  in  the  EIS.  The  alternative  selected  for  adoption  by 
the  BLM  State  Director  is  the  draft  EIS  Preferred  Alternative  (called  the 
Proposed  Plan  in  the  final  EIS).  This  alternative  is  presented  as  the  RMP  in 
the  BLM  State  Director's  Record  of  Decision,  dated  January  3,  1984. 

In  the  RMP,  decisions  were  made  on  those  questions  raised  during  the  planning 
process,  such  as  how  forage  would  be  allocated  between  consumptive  and 
nonconsumptive  users  and  which  lands  would  be  managed  for  livestock  forage 
production.  The  basic  livestock  grazing  management  program  set  forth  in  the 
RMP  is  compatible  with  all  other  resources. 

To  implement  the  decisions  made  in  the  RMP,  allotment  management  plans  (AMPs) 
and  envi ronmental  assessments  will  need  to  be  written.  The  AMPs  will  describe 
the  grazing  systems  to  be  used.  They  will  also  describe  the  size,  shape,  and 
placement  of  range  improvement  projects.  The  environmental  assessments  will 
analyze  the  effects  of  implementing  the  AMPs  and  list  mitigation  to  reduce 
impacts. 

The  EIS  (both  draft  and  final)  and  the  RMP  are  available  in  the  Glenwood 
Springs  Resource  Area  office.  Forthcoming  AMPs  and  environmental  assessments 
will  also  be  available. 


3 


IMPLEMENTATION  OF  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  DECISIONS 


The  objective  of  the  livestock  grazing  program  is  to  provide  enough  forage  to 
meet  the  active  preference  of  grazing  permittees  in  the  resource  area.  This 
would  require  56,885  AUMs  of  forage  for  livestock.  Management  actions  planned 
to  reach  the  various  resource  objectives  are  set  out  in  Chapter  2  of  the  RMP. 

This  section  of  the  RPS  explains  the  selective  management  category  concept  and 
describes  how  stocking  rates  will  be  determined  and  grazing  decisions  issued, 
how  AMPs  will  be  developed,  and  how  the  livestock  grazing  program  will  be 
monitored. 


SELECTIVE  MANAGEMENT  CATEGORIES 


Present  grazing  management  policy  required  that  allotments  be  placed  into  one 
of  three  management  categories--improve,  maintain,  or  custodial --based  on 
range  condition,  resource  production  potential,  resource  conflicts  or 
controversy,  potential  for  positive  economic  return  on  investment,  present 
management,  and  other  criteria  appropriate  to  the  area.  (More  detailed 
explanations  of  these  categories  can  be  found  on  page  49,  Chapter  3,  of  the 
final  EIS  and  page  23,  Chapter  2,  of  the  RMP). 

Allotments  in  the  improve  category  are  in  less  than  optimal  condition  and  are 
producing  at  less  than  their  potential.  They  may  have  other  resource 
conflicts,  do  have  definite  opportunities  for  positive  economic  return,  and 
usually  have  some  management  problems.  One  hundred  six  allotments  have  been 
placed  under  this  category. 

Allotments  in  the  maintain  category  are  in  satisfactory  condition  and  are 
producing  near  their  potential.  They  do  not  have  serious  resource  conflicts, 
may  have  opportunities  for  positive  economic  return,  and  do  not  usually  have 
management  problems.  Forty  allotments  have  been  placed  under  this  category. 

For  allotments  in  the  custodial  category,  range  condition  and  potential  are 
not  usually  considerations.  These  allotments  have  limited  resource  conflicts 
or  controversy  and  present  management  is  satisfactory  or  is  the  only  logical 
practice  under  existing  resource  conditions.  Opportunities  for  positive 
economic  return  on  investment  do  not  exist  or  are  constrained  by  technological 
or  economic  considerations.  When  a  majority  of  the  land  within  an  allotment 
is  identified  for  disposal  that  allotment  will  be  placed  in  the  custodial 
category.  The  BLM  will  not  normally  expend  funds  on  lands  that  are  expected 
to  pass  from  federal  ownership.  One  hundred  seven  allotments  have  been  placed 
under  this  category. 

Allotments  may  be  moved  to  a  different  category  as  more  information  is 
gathered  or  as  conditions  change.  Any  such  moves  will  be  documented  in  RPS 
updates  with  reasons  for  the  move. 
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Management  categories  determine  priorities  for  developing  and  funding  AMPs  and 
monitoring  and  performing  use  supervision.  Allotments  in  the  improve  category 
have  first  priority,  allotments  in  the  maintain  category  have  second  priority, 
and  allotments  in  the  custodial  category  have  third  priority  for  AMP 
development.  Priority  for  monitoring  by  category  is  first  improve,  second 
custodial,  and  third  maintain. 

Appendix  2  lists  the  specific  criteria  used  to  place  allotments  in  their 
respective  category. 


STOCKING  RATES  AND  GRAZING  DECISIONS 


The  forage  allocation  decision  in  the  RMP  is  to  allocate  50  percent  of  the 
total  available  forage  in  the  resource  area  to  livestock  and  big  game.  The 
remaining  50  percent  of  the  available  forage  and  all  vegetation  not  considered 
forage  is  to  be  allocated  for  small  game  and  nongame  wildlife  use,  watershed 
protection,  and  the  plants'  physiological  maintenance  needs. 

Of  the  forage  allocated  for  livestock  and  big  game  use,  45  percent,  or 
approximately  38,000  AUMs,  has  been  allocated  for  livestock  use.  Through 
implementation  of  the  livestock  grazing  program,  at  least  an  additional  12,700 
AUMs  of  livestock  forage  could  be  provided  through  vegetation  manipulation 
projects  and  improved  grazing  management  on  98  allotments  where  increases  are 
needed. 

The  amount  of  forage  estimated  to  be  available  for  livestock  and  wildlife  use 
is  based  on  1979  production  survey  estimates  and  an  ecological  condition 
class/estimated  stocking  rate  program.  However,  actual  stocking  rates  will  be 
determined  through  monitoring  with  supplemental  studies  on  149  allotments 
where  present  data  are  thought  to  be  inconclusive.  See  the  monitoring  section 
of  this  document  for  a  discussion  of  the  supplemental  studies. 

Once  the  stocking  rate  has  been  determined,  whether  through  an  agreement  or 
following  monitoring,  and  if  a  reduction  is  required,  a  minimum  of  5  years 
will  be  allowed  to  reach  the  lower  level  of  use.  Reductions  will  be  made  the 
first,  third,  and  fifth  years  following  issuance  of  the  final  decision  unless 
an  agreement  is  reached  with  the  permittee  to  shorten  the  period. 

Therefore,  until  the  amount  of  available  forage  is  determined,  the  interim 
grazing  use  on  allotments  where  data  are  inconclusive  will  be  the  active 
preference  or  the  use  agreed  upon  between  the  BLM  and  the  permittee  (see 
Appendix  1).  Each  of  these  levels  could  exceed  the  amount  recommended  in  the 
RMP.  However,  most  permittees  probably  will  continue  to  graze  at 
approximately  the  existing  use  levels  shown  in  Appendix  1,  which  is  generally 
below  the  present  authorized  grazing  use. 

The  allocation  column  in  Appendix  1  shows  final  and  interim  allocations. 

Final  allocations  were  made  where  no  reductions  were  required  or  where  the 
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permittees  agreed  to  reductions.  Interim  allocations  were  made  where  1979 
production  survey  data  estimates  were  inconclusive.  These  allotments  are 
subject  to  change  as  more  information  is  gathered.  Any  changes  will  be 
documented  in  RPS  updates. 

The  livestock  grazing  management  program  in  the  RMP  allows  for  continuation  of 
grazing  on  all  but  three  allotments  (Appendix  1).  Permittees  on  two  of  these 
allotments  have  decided  not  to  graze  their  very  steep  allotments,  and  use  on 
one  allotment  has  been  temporarily  suspended  until  conditions  improve 
sufficiently  to  allow  resumption  of  livestock  grazing.  A  fourth  allotment  is 
presently  being  monitored  for  an  increased  level  of  use. 

No  existing  allotments  were  determined  in  the  RMP  to  be  totally  unsuitable  for 
livestock  grazing.  Additionally,  approximately  756  AUMs  are  available  on  24 
unallotted  allotments.  However,  in  both  the  above  cases,  stocking  rates  may 
be  so  low  on  several  allotments  that  livestock  use  may  be  impractical. 

There  were  no  allotments  identified  that  required  immediate  grazing  reductions 
to  prevent  resource  degradation. 

Grazing  decisions  for  maintain  category  allotments  will  be  issued  by  May  15, 
1984;  those  for  custodial  category  allotments  will  be  issued  by  June  15,  1984; 
and  those  for  improve  category  allotments  will  be  issued  by  November  15,  1984. 
All  final  grazing  decisions  will  contain  the  following  information  by 
al 1 otment : 

1.  The  reason  for  the  action  including  reference  to  the  pertinent  terms, 
conditions,  and/or  provisions  of  the  grazing  regulations. 

2.  The  recognized  active  grazing  preference  and  any  held  in  suspended  nonuse. 

3.  The  period  of  use. 

4.  The  number  and  kind  of  livestock. 

5.  The  percent  public  land  in  the  allotment. 

6.  The  permittees'  or  affected  parties'  right  to  protest  and/or  appeal. 

In  addition,  decisions  requiring  adjustments  in  livestock  grazing  use  will 
contain  the  following  information: 

1.  The  allocation  of  forage  to  livestock. 

2.  The  specific  schedule  for  implementing  the  adjustments. 

3.  The  specific  management  objectives  for  the  allotment. 

4.  The  resource  values  to  be  evaluated  to  determine  progress  in  meeting  these 
object i ves. 

5.  The  changes  in  these  values  that  would  warrant  a  modification  of  the 
scheduled  adjustments. 

6.  Other  information  necessary  to  set  forth  actions  required  to  achieve  the 
required  management  objectives  for  the  allotment. 
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ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  DEVELOPMENT 


The  BLM  will  work  with  livestock  operators,  local  wildlife  officials,  and  the 
local  grazing  advisory  board  in  developing  AMPs.  The  BLM  will  also  work  with 
other  individuals  or  organizations  who  have  an  interest  in  specific  allotments 
and  who  express  that  interest  in  writing  to  this  office.  AMPs  will  contain 
the  grazing  system  to  be  used  and  describe  the  rangeland  improvement  projects 
that  will  have  to  be  constructed.  Priority  for  development  of  AMPs  will  be, 
first,  to  get  existing  AMPs  fully  operational  and,  second,  to  start  developing 
new  AMPs  by  management  category.  Within  each  category,  priorities  for 
development  will  be  closely  tied  to  benefit-cost  analysis.  Priority  for 
development  may  be  moved  up  if  the  permittee  or  other  interested  party  is 
willing  to  contribute  funds  for  development. 

New  AMP  development  in  the  near  term  will  be  directed  at  Beaver-Mamm  (8401), 
Dry  Hollow  (8127),  West  Hardscrabble  (8504),  and  Onion  Ridge  (8647) 
allotments.  Future  priorities  for  development  will  be  specified  in  RPS 
updates. 

Each  AMP  will  select  a  grazing  system  that  best  suits  the  vegetation,  soil, 
climate,  types  of  animals  that  graze  each  allotment,  and  ranchers'  operational 
requirements  and  meets  objectives  identified  in  the  RMP.  The  selected  grazing 
system  will  minimize  adverse  environmental  impacts  and  resource  conflicts. 

Some  allotments  will  continue  to  be  grazed  under  an  existing  grazing  system 
while  others  may  be  placed  under  a  different  system. 

Rangeland  improvement  projects  will  facilitate  livestock  management,  improve 
vegetation  health  and  vigor,  and  provide  more  forage  for  livestock  and 
wildlife.  Appendix  A  of  the  RMP  discusses  grazing  systems  and  lists  range 
improvements  that  can  be  used  in  the  livestock  grazing  management  program. 

The  type,  number,  and  location  of  projects  will  be  determined  for  each  AMP  as 
it  is  developed.  Each  AMP  and  project  will  undergo  a  site-specific 
environmental  assessment  and  benefit-cost  analysis  and  will  be  subject  to  the 
management  stipulations  detailed  in  Appendix  B  of  the  RMP.  Table  1  shows  the 
number  of  projects  associated  with  a  typical  5,000-acre  allotment,  based  on  8 
existing  AMPs.  Not  all  allotments  will  receive  this  much  rangeland 
improvement  work.  Most  will  not. 


Table  1.  Typical  Allotment  Range  Improvement  Projects 


Fence 

(miles)  Cattleguard  Corral 

Stocktrai 1 

(mi les) 

Reservoir 

Spr i ng 

Pi pe 1 i ne 

(mi les) 

Vegetation 

Man ipu 1  at  ion 

( acres) 

Seed i ng 

( acres) 

10  1  1 

.25 

5 

5 

.75 

400 

100 
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Each  AMP  must  be  cost  effective  with  the  possible  exception  of  certain  range 
improvements  in  areas  of  heavy  resource  damage  or  those  that  are  privately 
funded.  AMP  development  is  tied  to  the  BLM  budgeting  process.  Present  budget 
projections  allow  approximately  two  AMPs  to  be  implemented  per  year. 

The  livestock  grazing  program  allows  for  construction  of  rangeland 
improvements  and  land  treatment  projects  whether  funded  by  BLM,  private 
contributions,  or  both.  The  program  requires  close  coordination  between  BLM 
and  grazing  permittees  to  assure  mutual  understanding  of  both  parties' 
objectives  for  the  grazing  program  and  of  how  to  accomplish  them  within  the 
constraints  of  the  RMP.  Coordination  is  also  necessary  to  assure  that 
monitoring,  especially  forage  utilization  studies,  is  done  accurately  and 
timely. 


MONITORING 


The  livestock  grazing  program  will  be  monitored  to  establish  stocking  rates 
where  necessary  and  to  determine  if  it  is  accomplishing  program  objectives. 

The  following  studies  will  be  used  in  monitoring. 

1.  Actual  Use.  Permittees  will  record  and  report  the  number  of  stock  and 
days  used  for  each  allotment  with  spot  checks  by  BLM. 

2.  Utilization  (the  percent  of  a  plant's  annual  growth  removed  by  grazing 
animals).  Studies  will  be  made  in  key  areas  when  livestock  are  removed 
from  the  allotment.  The  key  forage  plant  method  will  be  used. 

3.  Range  Trend.  Photographs  and  measurements  of  trend  in  range  conditions, 
ground  cover,  and  plant  composition  will  be  made  in  key  areas. 

4.  Climate.  Precipitation  and  temperature  from  official  weather  stations  and 
BLM  sampling  will  be  correlated  with  other  data. 

Additionally,  browse  transects  to  determine  utilization  of  browse  plants  and 
pellet  group  transects  to  determine  the  trend  in  the  number  of  deer  or  elk 
days  use  per  acre  will  be  established  on  some  allotments. 


Monitoring  to  Determine  Stocking  Rates 


Monitoring  studies  to  determine  stocking  rates  will  consist  of  at  least  actual 
use,  utilization,  and  climate.  These  will  be  conducted  annually  until  BLM  is 
confident  enough  of  the  data  interpretation  to  issue  a  final  decision.  Until 
then,  grazing  will  continue  at  active  preference  levels  or  at  a  reduced  level 
agreed  upon  through  consultation  with  the  permittee.  Browse  and  pellet  group 
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transects  may  be  used  to  help  determine  stocking  rates.  BLM,  in  consultation 
with  permittees,  has  already  established  key  areas  and  utilization  transects 
on  89  allotments.  The  remaining  allotments  will  be  covered  as  necessary  in 
the  coming  years.  These  data  will  continue  to  be  collected  after  stocking 
rates  are  set  but  less  frequently. 


Monitoring  to  Determine  Program  Objectives 


Monitoring  to  determine  if  BLM  is  accomplishing  program  objectives  over  the 
long  term  will  consist  of  range  trend  studies.  Range  trend  studies  will  be 
the  primary  method  used  to  evaluate  long-term  livestock  grazing  management 
actions.  Trend  studies  have  already  been  established  on  25  allotments  and 
will  be  established  on  additional  allotments  in  the  future.  Trend  transects 
will  be  read  approximately  8  years  after  they  are  established  and  in 
conjunction  with  grazing  system  cycles. 

Each  resource  will  be  monitored  to  determine  if  its  specific  activities  are 
achieving  its  stated  objectives  or  if  proper  mitigation  measures  have  not  been 
included.  Livestock  grazing  management  will  primarily  be  monitored  through 
actual  use,  climate,  forage  utilization,  and  trend  studies.  However,  it  may 
also  be  monitored  along  with  water  quality,  aquatic,  or  riparian  studies,  for 
instance.  Also,  allotments  will  be  evaluated  as  conditions  change  or  more 
data  are  available  to  determine  whether  they  should  be  moved  to  another 
selective  management  category. 

The  BLM  will  monitor  forage  use  and  season  of  use  by  both  livestock  and  big 
game  on  the  53  allotments  listed  on  page  27,  Chapter  2,  of  the  RMP  to 
determine  if  seasonal  use  restrictions  for  livestock  are  necessary  to  prevent 
excessive  competition  between  livestock  and  big  game. 


How  Monitoring  Will  Be  Implemented 


The  monitoring  studies  column  in  Appendix  1  shows  what  studies  are  in  place 
for  monitoring  during  the  1984  grazing  year.  Studies  on  89  allotments  include 
110  trend  and  153  utilization  transects  established  on  153  key  areas.  In 
addition,  browse/pellet  group  transects  have  been  established  on  25  allotments 
in  the  more  important  big  game  areas.  Permittees  will  be  asked  to  begin 
submitting  actual  use  reports  in  1984. 

These  studies  are  located  on  allotments  with  existing  AMPs,  allotments  with 
potential  for  AMP  development,  and  allotments  where  data  show  there  is  most 
potential  for  livestock  reductions.  Budgetary  constraints  preclude  monitoring 
all  allotments.  Allotments  without  studies  in  place  do  not  have  range  or 
resource  conditions  or  data  indicating  need  for  livestock  reductions. 
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Allotments  with  interim  allocations  were  also  screened  for  recent  history  of 
non-use  when  decisions  were  made  in  placing  studies.  Delay  in  establishing 
studies  will  not  have  adverse  consequences.  Utilization  and  trend  studies 
will  be  established  on  all  allotments  where  stocking  rate  information  is  not 
adequate  on  a  priority  basis  over  the  next  several  years. 


11 
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PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT 


Various  public  workshops  and  meetings  were  held  initially  to  inform  the 
general  public  of  the  BLM  planning  process  and  allow  them  to  identify  the 
issues  to  be  addressed.  Workshops  were  held  to  present  the  proposed 
alternatives  for  the  draft  EIS  and  to  solicit  comments.  A  public  hearing  was 
also  held  to  receive  comments  on  the  draft  EIS.  A  summary  of  these  meetings 
is  as  follows: 


November-  Grand  Junction,  Rifle, 

December  1979  Glenwood  Springs,  Eagle, 

McCoy,  Denver 


Workshops  to  Identify 
Planning  Issues 


May  1982 


Grand  Junction,  Rifle, 
Glenwood  Springs,  Eagle, 
McCoy,  Denver 


Explain  and  Solicit 
Comments  on 

Alternatives  for  Draft  EIS 


December  1982  Grand  Junction,  Denver, 

Glenwood  Springs 


Public  Hearings  on 
Draft  EIS 


In  addition  to  these  public  meetings,  a  90-day  comment  period  was  held  on  the 
draft  EIS  to  allow  for  written  comments.  Four  newsletters  detailing 
progression  of  the  plan  were  mailed  to  those  who  expressed  an  interest  in 
receiving  them. 


Opportunities  for  additional  public  involvement  will  come  during  development 
of  AMPs. 
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APPENDIX  1 

LIVESTOCK  USE  AND  MONITORING  STUDIES  BY  CATEGORY  AND  ALLOTMENT 
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8913  Mahaffey  Summer  3,400  684  456  684  A/U 

8914  Old  Mountain  1,325  399  245  399  A/U/T 

8920  Riley  Gulch  1,473  123  87  123  1 

8922  Smith  Gulch  2,320  200  121  200  1 
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8506  Cottonwood  Creek  (Burnt  Ridge)  1,950  168  168  168  1 

8602  H  and  H  Individual  3,720  76  30  29  A/U/B/P 

8614  Spring  Creek  2,340  125  125  125  A/U/B/P 

8632  Upper  Little  Sheep  Creek  960  153  71  153  A/U 
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APPENDIX  1  Continued 
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8623  East  Castle  Peak  160  48  21  48  5 

8701  Piney  Creek  240  45  10  45  3 

*8732  Diamond  J  880  26  3  26  A/B/P 

*8735  Hells  Hole  645  34  8  34  3 
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APPENDIX  2 

SELECTIVE  MANAGEMENT  CATEGORY  CRITERIA 


1.  Range  Condition.  Ecological  condition  classes  based  on  range  site 
condition  mapping  and  personal  knowledge.  Excellent  and  good  condition  are 
satisfactory;  fair  and  poor  condition  are  unsatisfactory. 

2.  Allotment  Potential  Productivity.  Based  on  estimated  forage  production 
and  anticipated  increases  possible  through  vegetation  manipulation  practices 
on  suitable  areas.  Expressed  in  acres  per  AUM  with  1  to  7  acres  per  AUM  being 
high  potential,  8  to  15  acres  per  AUM  being  medium  potential,  and  greater  than 
15  acres  per  AUM  being  low  potential. 

3.  Allotment  Present  Productivity.  Based  on  estimated  forage  production 
expressed  in  acres  per  AUM  with  same  quantification  as  above  for  high,  medium, 
and  low  classes. 

4.  Resource  Use  Conflicts.  Other  resource  uses  that  livestock  grazing 
management  actions  may  conflict  with  such  as  wildlife  winter  range,  threatened 
or  endangered  species,  or  cultural  resources.  Expressed  as  many  (5  or  more) 
few  ( 1  to  4 ) ,  or  none. 

5.  Controversy.  How  controversial  are  the  resource  use  conflicts  identified 
above.  Magnitude  will  be  based  on  interest  expressed  by  the  public  and 
resource  specialists'  knowledge.  Expressed  as  high,  low,  or  none. 

6.  Present  Management.  Indicated  somewhat  by  range  condition  and  present 
productivity  relative  to  potential  productivity.  Factors  to  consider  are 
condition  and  apparent  trend,  if  available;  kind  of  stock;  season  of  use; 
stock  distribution;  and  management  facilities.  This  includes  both  BLM 
administration  and  ranchers'  livestock  management.  Expressed  as  satisfactory 
or  unsatisfactory. 

7.  Prudent  Investor's  Willingness  to  Invest.  Use  the  "Prudent  Investor"  test 
from  Washington  Office  Instruction  Memorandum  No.  83-27.  Compare  rough 
estimates  of  costs  and  benefits  and  ask  if  you  would  invest  your  money. 
Expressed  as  yes,  no,  or  maybe.  "Yes"  meets  criteria  for  improve  category, 
"no"  for  custodial,  and  "maybe"  requires  more  data  or  could  indicate  a 
maintain  category  allotment. 

8.  Disposal  Zones.  How  much,  if  any,  of  the  allotment  falls  within  a 
disposal  zone.  If  the  majority  of  the  allotment  does,  it  normally  would 
indicate  a  custodial  category. 

9.  Other.  Other  items  to  consider,  if  needed,  are  access  to  the  allotment, 
prospective  reductions,  if  any,  and  any  prior  commitments  to  the  permittee. 
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